NIELS RONSHOLDT

MEQUITTE

SONGS I - VII
VERSION FOR ORCHESTRA



ME QUITTE

SONGS I - VII
VERSION FOR ORCHESTRA

I
BERCEUSE I

I1
CHACONNE

III
CHANSON (L'HOMME)

v
CHANSON (LA FEMME)

]
MARCHE (BLUES)

V1
MARCHE

VII
BERCEUSETII



ME QUITTE

SONGS I - VII

VERSION FOR ORCHESTRA

INSTRUMENTS AND NOTES

2 Singers - female and male

Lyrics: the ‘lyrics’ for this piece is reversed fragments from Jacques Brel’s chanson
Ne Me Quitte Pas. They are written in the score with french pronunciation rules. The
phrasing and pronunciation is to be as ‘reverse’ as possible

In Berceuse II the singers also play guitar if they are able to.

The singers are amplified.

Guitar

Amplified classical guitar
Electric guitar with volume pedal

Piano

Grand piano
Two top notes (b & c) are taped so they don’t ring

Orchestra

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets, the second also Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons, the second also Contrabass Bassoon

2 Horns
2 Trumpets
Trombone

Strings
2 Percussionists:

2 x Vibraphone (bowed)

Marimba

Donnerblatt

2 x Gran Cassa

3 suspended cymbals (small - medium - large)
Cymbal/metal plate or the like on a table (damped)
Snare drum

Tubular Bells

Log drum

3 tams (small - medium - large)

2 x Glockenspiel

Timpani

Anvil

Box of dry leaves / small branches or the like
Slapstick

A few small branches to crack

This version of Me Quitte is commissioned by SCENATET, Klang Festival and The
Danish National Chamber Orchestra

Duration ca. 35’

www.nielsroensholdt.dk | info@nielsroensholdt.dk | www.edition-s.dk | sales@edition-s.dk



ME QUITTE

The love song reflected in a cabinet of magic mirrors

The great love is one of the most powerful ideals in our culture. It
is not only a Christian religious reminiscence; the happiness that
love brings is also the spine of popular culture’s omnipresent
worldview. Reality is however in many ways completely different:
love is not always a liberating good, on the contrary it is just as
often the root of human misery and degradation: Love is also
selfish, unromantic, destructive, cruel, humiliating. The unhappy
love might even be love’s actual essence - and not its aberration.

One of romantic love’s strongest manifestations is the modern
French chanson, personified in singers such as Brel, Brassens, Piaf
and many more. Here the dream of the perfect love is unfolded in
both music and text, here love lives in the romantic parisian shine.

The devil sees everything reversed. In Hell the good is turned to
evil - seen through the magic mirror, beauty is repulsive. In Me
Quitte this is paraphrased and interpreted directly: The famous
chanson Ne Me Quitte Pas resonates as mirrored, disturbed echoes
throughout these songs.



Me Quitte

Score

Berceuse I

Niels Ronsholdt
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Berceuse Il

By the camp fire (everyone else is asleeg)= 60
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(guitarist and singers) * i s s s s s s t t t t t t t t t |
# Approximate rythm
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