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Niels Ronsholdt

Civilizations (2017)
National Romantic Symphony

for small orchestra, speaker, sample playback &
Greenlandic choir

Dur. c. 23’

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Preferably the choir is placed among the audience and stands up when singing. If this proves
to be impractical, the choir may be placed on stage.

The speaker part is performed by the conductor, if possible, or by a dedicated speaker.
The sampler keyboard triggers soundfiles containing recordings of drum singing from the

Thule region of Greenland dating as far back as 1906. The sampler keyboard is played by the
pianist.

- Slide the bow (col legno) over the bridge and and strike the fine tuners,
_[ making a noise.

% Damp the strings as much as possible, no pitch intended.
3

Bow the body of the instrument.

% Damp the two strings as much as possible.
WA

col legno
tratto

Vo
% Flipped up/down-bow signs: Vertical bowing.

[~

Air sound
(ex/in)

e — Air through the instrument.
—F—FF Triangle note pointing downward: exhale.
Pointing upward: inhale.

%ﬁ Hand smack - hit the mouthpiece with the palm creating a smack/pop.



INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes

English Horn

Bass Clarinet in Bb
Contrabassoon

2HornsinF
2 Trumpets in C
Trombone

Percussion:
Snare drum
Tom
Gran Cassa
Tam
3 pitched Gongs: G#, A, Bb
3 Cymbals: Ride, Crash, Splash
2 Superballs
Tubular bells
Shelf or stand with 5-10 empty glass bottles
Sand paper on cardboard or similar sounding (airy noise) setup
Thundersheet
1 Crotale in D (bowed)
Log drum

Harp
Piano & Sampler Keyboard

Speaker (amplified)
Greenlandic Choir

Strings (min. 4.4.3.2.1)

THE SCORE IS TRANSPOSED



'Civilizations' is a piece about the colonial relation between
Denmark and Greenland in particular and the (post)colonial
heritage of Western Europe in general.

In 'Civilizations' century-old recordings of greenlandic drum
singing are "civilized" through addition of western harmony,
instrumentation and structure. An ironic speaker voice describes
and comments on the process of civilization both in musical and
general terms. Eventually the musical material of the drum
singing samples are recomposed into choir music which is sung
live: "We take the song from your mouths, we complete them,
then we put them back", the speaker announces.

‘Civilizations’ is an attempt to deal with the right to history and
culture as well as the concepts of heritage and civilization
through music. The piece is not about Greenland or the colonies,
but about me - us - the shameful heritage of exploitation, racism
and devaluation that our generations of Western Europeans have
difficulties handling properly.

- Niels Rgnsholdt



Score

CIVILIZATIONS

Sempre Subito J
Speaker sections is to be considered quasi senza misura / fermata

Niels Ronsholdt
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