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NOTES

During most of 'Americana’ plastic cards are inserted between the strings on the instruments.
The card is used in different ways, which are explained in the score and below.
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Insert the card between the strings (see picture) and pluck
it with a right hand finger. Move it with the same hand. NB.
the bottom of the rectangular notehead is the approximate
pitch of the top of the card (i. e. neerest the player) on the
deepest of the affected strings. Damp the open string (fx.
e-string on violin) with a left hand finger while playing with
the card inserted.

Pull out the card from the strings quickly with right hand,
thus making them ring. In 4-note chords it might be
necessary to pull the card out in an angle that makes the
fourth strings resonate as well.

Whenever the card has been pulled out it is inserted again
(unless it is not used in the following sequence). The
insertion must be within the given time frame.

The ‘higher' the card notes are notated, the deeper the
sound, because the tension is higher which makes the card
resonate a (deep) pitch as opposed to a more noisy rattle.

The cross above a note indicates (as always) left hand
pizz. This is also the case above card-notes: Pluck the card
with a left hand finger.

Bouncing col legno-notes are made by simply puttin the
bow (legno) on the string(s) and left hand pizz'ing the card,
making the bow bounce on the strings. Don’t bow, but
move the bow according to the indications.

Amplification: In order to obtain the wanted
effect it is crucial that the amplification is right.
It is just as much the sound from the card as
from the instrument body that needs to be
amplified. As the card moves on the instrument
it is advised to have two mic’s for each
instrument, covering the entire range of the
fingerboard. Mic's also need to be as close to
the card as possible in order to obtain low
frequencies!

The two violin players and the viola player
sing/hum the notated melodies in unisone.

Duration: 12’

Americana is commissioned by
AUT and Jack Quartet
© Niels Rgnsholdt 2013

www.nielsroensholdt.dk
info@nielsroensholdt.dk
+4523604179

For parts, info etc:
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Score

AMERICANA

Niels Ronsholdt

for amplified string quartet
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Violin I

Violin IT

Voices of

VII, VIII & Via

Viola

Cello

espress.
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played (arco). Both molto vibrato
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Vin. I

Vin. II

Voices

Via.

Ve.
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soft left hand 'pizz' on the card,
while moving the bouncing
col legno bow towards the bridge
(begin next to the card)
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Col legno jété, move bow while
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Col legno jété, but without actively bouncing the bow.
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On the third beat: lift card from
underneath with left hand,
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Col legno jété, but without actively bouncing the bow.
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allowing the g-string to ring freely.
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